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How was your week?  How well did you mix and separate?  What choices did you make to keep in step with the Spirit and to open yourself to His leading?  

We have covered 8 sets of these “let us passages” beginning with the call to let us enter in, mature, appreciate, and look forward from the letter to the Hebrews.  We have also been encouraged to let us dress up in Jesus from Romans 13, be considerate from Romans 14, clean up from 2 Corinthians 7:1 as well as the two from Galatians – let us keep in step and today’s call of “let us do good.”

God has a number of passages connected with the concept of goodness.  During our Thursday class our session was reasons to Rejoice – God’s Goodness and last week we looked at the Fruit of the Spirit from Galatians 5:22-23 which includes “goodness”.  In Galatians 5:22, Romans 15:14, Ephesians 5:9 and 2 Thessalonians 1:11 we have the word for intrinsic goodness as a godly trait [GK 19 ag-ath-a-soo’-nay] and in 2 Peter 1:5 we have another word for goodness which speaks of virtue, moral excellence, perfection, or uprightness and it is the Greek word [Gk 703 ar-et’-ay] which only occurs 5 times in the NT with most of those in Peter’s writing ( Philippians 4:8, 1 Peter 2:9, 2 Peter 1:3 and twice in 2 Peter 1:5).

Our passage in Galatians 6:9-10 uses the most common word for goodness which occurs 101 times in the NT.  In this passage we have the Greek word 2570 kalós – attractively good; good that inspires (motivates) others to embrace what is lovely (beautiful, praiseworthy); beautiful, as an outward sign of the inward good, noble, honorable character; good, worthy, honorable, noble, and seen to be so.  It is the same word that is used in Matthew 3:10 about a tree producing good fruit, or Matthew 5:14 about people seeing our good works and praising God and the good soil in the parable of the soils in Matthew 13:8, 13 uses the same word.  It occurs over 100 times as an adjective which is to describe the character of the noun.  We are to be “good people” who live “good lives” who do “good deeds.”  I usually have the application at the end of the sermon, however, with this topic I will be encouraging us towards action all along.

Today we are looking at passages in the letter to the Galatians, and as we looked at last week Galatians has been called “mini-Romans” since they handle similar themes.  The main theme that God wanted the churches of the province of Galatia to work on was in regard to their connection to Judaism.  Galatians is a letter which provides reasons why Christianity is not a revision of Judaism and how the law led us to Jesus in cf. Galatians 3:19-25.  The section concluded with the call to live by the Spirit and keep in step with the Spirit as we were kind to one another as we read in Galatians 5:25-26.

We move down a few verses from last week’s section and pick up in Galatians 6:7-10 on page 1816 with a call for us to let us not become weary in doing good, and let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.  Let us pay attention to the mention of the two natures and the results of feeding those natures.
Gal 6:7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up. 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.

We begin with the reminder that God wants us to put our faith into action so that He can bless our efforts with growth.  This is similar to John 15 and the teachings about the vine which is pruned so that it bears more fruit.
Gal 6:7 Do not be deceived: God cannot be mocked. A man reaps what he sows. 8 The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. 

9 Let us not become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.
Our “let us” verses begin with a warning as we are reminder to “let us not” become weary in doing good.  Where are you at with this concept?  Has doing good become wearisome for you?  At times it does for me, but this is not the one time, or a few times, of missing an opportunity when we are tired or burned out from helping others constantly.  I see this as a warning of when we are getting to the point of no longer wanting to spread seeds of kindness.  This is a warning to not get to the point of wanting to give up because the task can seem too difficult, too long, or unproductive.  People consume kindness with a constant appetite for more without seeming grateful for the cost and effort of the kindness that has been provided.  It takes effort and cost to be kind and Jesus shows us this to the extreme.  No “good deeds” or “acts of kindness” that we will do with ever compare to how kind Jesus has been to us.  And when we are getting tired, we need to look to God’s word and notice that there is a promise!  We will reap a harvest if we do not give up!  The harvest of kindness may not be on this earth where no one may say thank you or seem very grateful, but God promises a harvest.  A harvest that we will see His abundant blessing for our meager efforts in the future and forever.  Won’t that be amazing!  Too see what God makes of our efforts and the harvest for those who do good in His name by sharing a cup of cold water or a Thirsty bottle with a stranger.  I encourage you to not miss out on opportunities to show God’s kindness.

Our section ends with these thoughts:
10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all people, especially to those who belong to the family of believers.
Notice the qualifiers that are mentioned “as we have opportunity” and “especially to the family of believers.”  What opportunities for doing good did you have last week?  Which ones did you take?  How many did you overlook that God noticed, or placed in your way?  How were you a blessing to the church family?  Who did you go out of your way to bless last week?  How about this week?  Ask the Holy Spirit to help you see opportunities and to move you to action.  To do good to others you will need to interact with others so ask the Spirit to help you get out and actively be a blessing with the mindset that the reason for “going out” is to be a blessing.  You may need to mark it out and make a plan and if that concerns you, ask the Spirit for the strength, courage, or support that it will take to go in His name and do good.  As you have ways to do good, with 
Discipleship: by studying God’s word and applying it together.
Evangelism: as you share the good news of salvation in Jesus and the changed life that He offers through interactions, studies, and casual conversations.
Fellowship: in small groups and in person, 
Ministry: in caring for physical, social, mental, and spiritual needs with encouragement by phone, text, or hanging out, or sharing food and resources to those in need in the congregation and community.
Worship: as we take a break from the concerns of life and praise God and celebrate his goodness to us and through us as a congregation and in small groups.

The passage makes special note of the truth that the goodness is especially for those of the family of believers.  Take note of that as well and consider how you can bless someone, or several someone’s, within the congregation this week.  Think of ways to bless our children, young parents, retired group, or seniors.  Think of blessing other families or those who you do not have regular contact with.  In whichever ways the Spirit leads you…do good to the family of believers.

God empowers us to do good, He encourages us to do good, and he even commands us to do good.  Let the Holy Spirit work through you as you do good in Jesus’ name.
I want to conclude with the words of Jesus on the topic of doing good to others from Matthew 25:31-40 on page 1542.
Mt 25:31 “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. 32 All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. 33 He will put the sheep on his right and the goats on his left. 
 Mt 25:34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 
 Mt 25:37 “Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you something to drink? 38 When did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or needing clothes and clothe you? 39 When did we see you sick or in prison and go to visit you?’ 
 Mt 25:40 “The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.’

“Let us do good.”

Next Week we look at Philippians 3:16 the call to “Let Us Keep Going.”
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